DRAFT
Scoil Dara Homework Policy

Introduction

Rationale for Homework Policy

Keeping students interested in school and motigatiem to succeed are challenges that present
themselves year after year in all schools. ThiEptas been developed to enable teachers to
implement a consistent, whole-school approach ahdfsexpectations for students regarding
homework — expectations that are understood byestsdand parents and accepted as reasonable by
them. In line with our mission statement it is poficy to promote a culture of supporting, affirgin
and valuing every endeavour.

Purpose of Homework
o It allows students the opportunity to reinforce axgand on the learning done during
class time
o It helps to build self-discipline, good work habigéd help develop positive attitudes
toward independent study and to develop habitsigfiey and investigation
o It helps to inform parents about their child's teag experiences and allows them to
support and supervise their children’s academieawolurs and their sense of
responsibility
Homework may include written work, reading and et (oral) work.

Mission Statement

Scoil Dara promotes the development of a commuofifgith inspired by Gospel values. The
community of the school works in a holistic manteeensure that dependence is gradually replaced
by responsibility for self, society and the worl@he dignity of each student, staff member andmtare
is honoured and reflected in school policies anacsires. While educational excellence is promoted
it is the needs of the learner that direct the igreent of the school. We engage with alternative
approaches to education especially for those whaorarst disadvantaged. The school promotes a
spirit of service and care.

Policy Statement
Scoil Dara’s Homework Policy is underpinned by
I. Our School Ethos and Mission Statement
. Research Evidence which suggests tloatework is most effective when
o homework tasks are structured and their purposkiega to pupils
o there is consistent practice across the school
o homework is given regularly so that everyone knawat to expect each
week
pupils and parents/guardians are clear about wlegtrieed to do
there are high expectations
pupils receive clear feedback
homework policies are monitored and evaluated.
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iii. After school study facilities provided by tisehool
This policy should be read in conjunction with #ehool's Learning Support Policy
Scope

This is a whole-school policy and is expected tpast on students, parents and teachers at alklevel
throughout the school.



Aims & Objectives of the Policy
o To explain the purpose of homework to studentspardnts
o To develop good study skills
o To communicate clear expectations about homewoskuidents, teachers and parents
= To set clear standards for students in recordinigcampleting homework and in
meeting deadlines
= To set general guidelines for teachers re assigamalgevaluating homework, giving
feedback and recording outcomes
= To specify how parents shall be informed aboutestitglhomework progress and how
they may communicate with teachers about homewor&ncourage parents to support
and supervise their children’s homework
o To set out how homework will be monitored and cauated
To put in place a system of rewards for students adhieve targets and sanctions for students
who fail to meet the standards set out in thisgyoli

O

Principles Underpinning the Policy
Scoil Dara accepts the principles that
» teachers and parents can influence student mativati
* homework can play a significant role in studentiwaiton
* good homework is a foundation of teaching and liegrn
* homework reinforces the learning that takes pladée classroom
* homework instils in students a spirit of self raia, independence, co-operation and
responsibility

Responsibility of the School Community Members tohte Policy

Students

Students are required to make an honest effodrigptete all homework fully and to the best of their
ability and to submit all assignments on time.

Students will bring their Student Journal to evelass and will keep it in good order. Student$ wil
record all homework in the journal, whether the karark is ‘written’ or ‘learned’. If homework is
not given students will record work done in cldesrevision purposes.

If a student is absent from class they will find winat work was done and what homework was given
and arrange to catch up.

If students are experiencing difficulties with homoek they will ask for assistance.

Students are expected to participate in trainimg@su in how to do homework when this is provided.
Students will participate in a sanction and rewsaideme to encourage completion of homework.
Junior cycle students will ensure that their joliraaigned by their parent/guardian weekly. la th
case of senior students this practice is encouraged

Parents

Communication between parent and teacher regahaingework will be conducted through the
Student Journal. Parents of Junior Cycle studsititbe required to sign the Journal on a specified
day each week — they will sign that they have cbhddke Journal for the previous week and read any
comments from teachers. Teachers may also retingit@ parent sign a comment on the day it is
written by the teacher.

Parents will be informed where a student consiktéails to carry out homework assignments
(written or learned) or where the work is consilienot completed to the best of the student’s
ability. In such cases, the procedures for momigpthe academic progress of students will be
brought into play.

Where a student is unable to complete an assigntinemarents will be required to submit a note,
explaining the difficulty encountered and descripihe effort made by the student to complete the
assignment on time.
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When homework is consistently not completed on @me to the best of a student’s ability the
parents may be requested to visit the school tudssthe issue.

Parents will receive a written Report three timasheyear (normally at Christmas time, in March and
after the Summer examinations). These Reportsatsayinclude a comment on homework and
application to study, but this will not be the fitgne a parent will be made aware of difficulties.

There will be a Parent-Teacher meeting each yeadich year-group. The school has a very strong
tradition of high attendance by parents at Par@aelher meetings and parents are strongly
encouraged to avail of the opportunity to meetheexand to discuss progress with them Where a
concern arises regarding homework, parents maygereo meet individual teachers by appointment;
this will normally be arranged through the Year tlea

Where a student or a parent considers that the Wworkeschedule of their child is imbalanced e.g. too
much on some nights and too little on others theukl contact the Year Head to discuss their
concerns.

Teachers
I. Subject Teachers
Homework will be given for each class period and ke fully explained.
Teachers will ensure that the homework assigngdased to suit the abilities of students in class$ a
that the amount given can be completed in a reé®aaount of time

Teachers will allow time in each class for the gigsient and recording of homework. Teachers will
ask students to record homework assignments in$tedent Journals and to record the date on
which the homework falls due. Homework assignmairilishe relevant to the work being undertaken
in class or to revision work and will be purposedod meaningful.

Teachers will check and correct homework that rsded in on time. Where homework is corrected

in class teachers will do random spot checks tarenthat students have completed the assignment.
Where homework was assigned to be learned (unwititbenework) teachers will do random testing

in class to ensure the work was done.

Teachers will endeavour to return student copiesr@asonable amount of time. Teachers will give
appropriate feedback to students on homework as&gts, as soon as possible afterwards. Feedback
will be factual, accurate and fair — any commerit rgfer to the quality of the work or its timely
submission, not to the character of the student.

In some cases, teachers may give less written honkeamd place a greater emphasis on learned
homework. In such cases, teachers may give mgraareclass-based assessment tests to measure
progress. Feedback will be recorded on such éestshe tests returned to the students, who will be
encouraged to share such feedback with their pardrgachers will endeavour to give positive
feedback where possible. Where teachers have gegative feedback this fact will be noted by the
teacher in the Student Journal and parents willdked to sign the Journal to indicate they have rea
the teacher's comment(s).

Teachers will keep a record of homework assignmi@atth written and learned), of homework
completed by each student, of tardiness on thegpattidents in submitting homework and, where
applicable of grades assigned for homework.

A student’s homework and coursework is an imporsapiect of a student’s learning and
development. Teachers will reflect the importaotstudent’'s homework and coursework by the
carefully minding of student copies and the proneparn of the copies after inspection

Where homework is consistently not completed oretand to the best of a student’s ability parents
will be notified by the subject teacher through 8tadent Journal. The subject teacher may also
apply a sanction as set out below.
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Each subject teacher will emphasise to their ckasagable study techniques for their subject aitld w
practice at least one such technique during ores g@ariod with each class during “Learning Support
Week”.

il. Class Tutors
Class Tutors will check and sign all homework dianveekly. They will support and encourage all
students to produce quality work
Class Tutors will devote time each year to exppand reinforcing the homework policy with
students in their class group. Class Tutors wiplement the agreed rewards and sanctions scheme.

iii. Guidance Counsellors
Guidance counsellors will assist students who lparecular difficulties draw up a study plan. They
will also provide support and guidance to studésdshers/parents/ guardians regarding homework if
such support is requested.

V. Learning Support Team
The Learning Support Team will assist student wyihcial educational needs draw up a study plan.
They will also provide support and guidance to stid with special needs and also to their
teachers/parents/guardians regarding homeworlckf support is requested.

V. Year Heads
The Year Head is responsible for overseeing théaweelnd progress of pupils in the year-group and
for keeping parents and the school authoritiessméal. The Year Head, in collaboration with tutors
and all other teachers in the school promotes kroad in attendance and academic performance.
Each Year Head will use their initiative in thigaed. The Year Head will remind students regularly
about the school’s expectations regarding homewandkin particular about the importance of the
Student Journal in recording homework and in meimgpstudent progress.
When homework is consistently not completed on t@me to the best of a student’s ability the
student may be referred to the Year Head. The Mead may counsel the student and/or may ask
the parents to visit the school to discuss thesissu
The benefits of homework and the school’s expemtatabout homework will be regular themes at
Year Group and Class Group Assemblies

Subject Departments

Each Subject Department will devise guidelines oméwork and assessment for their subject area —
these guidelines will be published as an Appendithis policy and will be included on the school’s
website. (See Appendix One)

Principal
The Principal will arrange that

» the school policy on homework will be communicategarents of students in Scoil Dara and
will be in the Student Journal.

* the benefits of homework and the school's expemtatconcerning homework will be
discussed at the special meetings for parentsrst Years in October/November of each
year and will be referred to in School Newslettand the school web-site

» the school will organise a Study Skills sessiorhegaar for students from second year to
sixth year.

« The school will arrange to have a Learning Supyétk at least twice a year eg in
November and April in which each teacher will engika to their classes suitable study
techniques for their subject and will practiceeatst one such technique during one class
period with each class that week.
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Board of Management
The Board of Management will ensure that:
* Areview of the Code is carried out regularly
» School management and teachers are fully suppa@medresourced in implementing the
Homework Policy

Sanctions
Sanctions may include:
* Areprimand — verbal or written
* Extra, meaningful work
* Break or lunchtime detention to support studentmpletion of assigned homework

Incentives/Rewards
Rewards may include:
* Note of Commendation in Student Journal
* Personalised Letter of Commendation
» Certificate of Commendation for consistent, homdfgirt at homework in some/all subjects
* Informal praise

Implementation and Compliance

All members of the school’s teaching staff are oesible for the implementation of this Homework
Policy.

The full co-operation of parents/guardians is exgec

Each student is expected to do his/her best wirceto homework

Success Criteria
* Students consistently recording homework assigned purposefully undertaking the
homework
» Parental satisfaction as established by survey
» Teacher satisfaction at student and parental engargieand at staff general engagement
» Students satisfied with quantity, quality and marnnevhich homework is assigned

Monitoring, Review and Evaluation
The school is committed to monitoring and evalugatime effectiveness of this Policy. The Board of
Management will review the implementation of thdiggoonce annually. The following factors will
be considered as part of the review:

(@) Student feedback

(b)  Teacher review and feedback

(© Parental feedback
A summary report on the above feedback will be gameed to the Board by the School Development
Planning Co-ordinator to help with this review

This policy will be reviewed at least every 5 years



Appendix One
SUBJECT DEPARTMENT HOMEWORK PROCEDURES :

Accounting/Business Studies/Economics

The amount of homework given will be specified bg subject teacher. The amount given will
depend on the allocation of class periods and witergare placed on the timetable.

A balance will be maintained between written aral arork. Homework will be related to the class
work at that time and will be assigned before the ef the class when students have a chance to note
it in their journals.

Special consideration will always be given to studavith special needs

At the start of class copies are checked to enbatehomework has been attempted.

Failure to produce homework results in a noteuideht’s journal to their parents which must be
signed.

Homework is then corrected orally by asking stuséatread aloud their answers. Any difficulties are
gone through on the board.

Art
Draft being prepared

C.S.P.E.

Draft being prepared

English

Draft being prepared

French

Draft being prepared

Gaeilge
Modhanna d’'Obair Bhaile:

Bionn an obair bhaile i gconai bunaithe ar obairagiga ach amhain nuair a bhionn dul siar ar il d
scruda. Ni ga nios mé na 15 néiméad d’'obair kdéilabhairt do lucht na chéad bhliana. Is fealr ru
mar aiste no giota leanunach a thabhairt go milsidearr meascan d’obair fhoghlamtha agus
scriobtha a thabhairt. Ma tharlaionn sé nach baén obair scriofa le tabhairt ba cheart don délia
siar ar abhar an ranga agus € a fhoghlaim.
Déantar iarrachtai na daltai a spreagadh dul s&pélst agus ag breathnu ar chlaracha Gaeilge ar an
teilifis agus/no ar an raidié mar obair bhaile. x&a chuile iarracht i mbliana obair bhaile éistaac
a thabhairt do lucht na chéad bhliana toisc goaitagllithdhiosca lena gcuid téacsleabhar anois.
Déantar an-iarracht na coipleabhair a bhailil cho@adta agus is féidir agus grad a thabhairt — go
héirithe do na ranganna sinsearacha.
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Coinnionn chuile mhuinteoir tuairisc don obair bai thugtar ina d(h)ialann.

Geography

Homework is always based on work carried out duciags time, with the exception of extra revision
for exams etc. We feel it is best to give a mixvotten and learning work to students. Even if no
written homework is given, students are always ireguo revise work covered in class.

Students are strongly advised, where possible tohwBY programmes of geographical interest, such
as National Geographic. Students are also encoditagese internet facilities, where possible.

Efforts are made to collect copies for correctignrading or inspection.

All Junior cycle students are given homework frdrait textbook or workbook, and also from exam
papers in the case of 3ear students.

All Senior cycle students are given homework fréwiit textbook or workbook, and also from exam
papers in the case of §ear students.

All homework given is recorded in the teacher’s aiary for reference.
German

Draft being prepared

History

1. Written work based on the days work to be assigagdlarly and to be corrected on the
following day.

2. Write the homework on the board.

Suggested experiment

Write the homework at the beginning of the class.

Allow time for class to take it down.

Refer to it during the class.

Correct it the next day.

Regular project work to be assigned with specifittiglines and date lines fof and 2° years.

In addition to the homework assignments, exam tprestvill be set and corrected fof $ears as

part of their revision.

Length of homework

1*' Year - 15mins

2"Year - 20mins

39 Year 20 — 25mins

5" and &' Year — weekly written assignments

Home Economics

Draft being prepared

Information Technoloqgy

* Homework is given where it is deemed to suppleraedtdevelop what has been covered
in lesson.
* Itis not a requirement for every lesson.



* Where given pupils are expected to document whaigsired in their homework journal
and complete same for the next lesson.

* Not all tasks will be written e.g. research on dsite etc.

* Pupils will not be required to have a computemtetinet access at home. In the absence of
the above at home provision will be made for putmlase school facilities.

* Pupils must produce a note from parents if homeWwHen given) is not done.

* Pupils are reminded that they have one full weetotoplete the homework. In normal
circumstances this is sufficient time to inform teacher of difficulties should they arise.
Therefore homework not submitted will result ineteshtion.

L.C.V.P.

Students are required to have a copy for homewaods avritten homework is given alongside
reviewing and revising the theory covered in class.

Students are required to complete written questiams textbook, exam papers and mock papers
Students are instructed to plan, draft, completerarcorrect a variety of portfolio items

Students are required to prepare Case Studies tass questions and for end of term / Mock exams

Mathematics

Draft being prepared

Music

Draft being prepared

Religious Education

Draft being prepared

Science
Student’'s homework is up to the decision of thelteaand the topic being taught. Homework may
not always be written but is always given.

The following is a list of types of homework thaincbe given by teachers:

e Learning

e Questions

* Experiment write-up

» Drawing diagrams

* Revision questions

* Making posters or models
* Research of a topic

T4 Subjects

Draft being prepared



